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For almost sixty years, the American Society
of Media Photographers (ASMP) has been the
premier trade association for promoting and
protecting the interests of working publication
photographers. Membership in ASMP continues
to be recognized worldwide as a commitment
to professionalism, quality, good ethics,

and as a sign of proven experience. Founded
in 1944 by a handful of the world’s leading
photojournalists, ASMP has grown to over
5000 members in 40 chapters in the United
States and in many foreign countries. ASMP

is built on the cornerstones of education,
information, and advocacy. ASMP members are
drawn from every photographic specialty—
advertising, annual reports, corporate/industrial,
architecture, underwater, editorial, fashion,
medical, sports, special effects, and more—
but are held together by their common
problems and concerns. ASMP calls upon the
wealth of information available from within
its experienced membership and from industry
leaders to develop solutions that work. ASMP
has the determination and clout to make its
voice heard. ASMP is photographers helping
photographers through community, culture,

commerce, and publications.
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ASMP works closely with the Register of
Copyrights to improve the registration
process for all photographers.

ASMP provides the latest information on air
travel security regulations and industry trends.

ASMP and its members, through the ASMP
Legal Action Fund, helped to fund precedent
setting cases including Greenberg v. National
Geographic, Rock and Roll Hall of Fame v.
Chuck Gentile et al., and ETW v. Jireh
Publishing (Tiger Woods/Rick Rush case).

ASMP intercedes for its members to change
unfair business practices.

ASMP is working to develop billing terminology
and standards for digital output and workflow.

ASMP, it’s your business. ASMP offers valuable
educational programming on digital issues,
business practices, negotiating, marketing
and sales, all to help grow your business.




benefits

Find a Photographer (FAP) — A listing for General
members on the widely promoted and accessible
Web site, www.asmp.org.

Special Interest Activities — Networking is a major
benefit of ASMP membership. Traveling seminars,
workshops, and peer discussions held at our
40 chapters provide the opportunity to meet
with your peers to discuss issues of concern and
to exchange information.

Specialty Group Listserves for business and technical
discussions.

Prestige — ASMP’s select group of photographers
are respected by clients, prospects, and peers.
The ASMP logo on your business card identifies
you as one of the best in the profession.

Education — ASMP is committed to education
through its publications, Web site, and programs.

Member News, Advisories, and Alerts —
Important news and developments affecting
your business are frequently e-mailed to you
and posted on www.asmp.org.
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Judicial, Legislative, and Regulatory Advocacy -
ASMP supports photographer’s rights and
actively engages in precedent-setting cases.

Contract Review — Contracts analysis and advice
for both groups and for individuals.

Consultations — ASMP’s staff and legal counsel
are always available to answer your questions
and address your problems.

Discounts — Enjoy selected discounts on Photo
District News products and services, Web
servers, car rentals, air courier services, office
supplies, and many other products and services.

Online Resources — Access the White Papers, Special
Alerts and Tips, and the ASMP Business Practices
Guide, the acknowledged industry standard for
information on business practices and copyright.

Insurance — ASMP pioneered the development
of Prosurance, a liability and property insurance
policy developed exclusively for professional
photographers.
ASMP is always
working to improve
and expand
these benefits: life,
comprehensive
medical, major
medical, accidental
death and dismem-
berment, and
disability insurance.

ASMP Press and/
or ID Card -
This card identifies
you as a working,
professional
photographer.
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membership

General Member
A General member is a photographer actively
and professionally engaged in publication
photography with three or more consecutive
years of substantial publication experience from
date of first published work. The major portion
(over 50%) of the photographer’s earned income
must come from the publication of his/her own
images. General members are the only voting
members of ASMP and receive all the benefits
of the Society at no additional charge. General
members are the only members listed in Find a
Photographer (FAP) on www.asmp.org. A review
of publication experience is required and two
General members must sponsor applicants.
One-time FAP fee, $50.00/Annual dues, $300.00

Associate Member
This category is for any photographer who does not
qualify to be a General member. Associate members
have most of the benefits of General members.
Annual dues, $200.00

Emerging Associate Member
This is a one-year-only category serving as a
transition for new professional photographers
or assistant photographers. Benefits are the
same as full Associate members.
Annual dues, $125.00

Individual Affiliate Member
Individuals who are self-employed or are employed
by an organization and in some way service,
supply, sell for, or educate other photographers.
Annual dues, $200.00

Student Affiliate Member
A student at the college or post-secondary level.
Written proof of enrollment from a department
head or admissions office, or class schedule on
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official school letterhead must accompany
application. An individual can remain a Student
Affiliate member for one year after completion of
degree program. Student Affiliate membership
includes a copy of the ASMP Professional Business
Practices in Photography book.

Annual dues, $55.00

Payment Plan — Monthly payment plan by credit card

is available except for Student Affiliate members.

PDF Membership Application available at

www.asmp.org; follow Join Now link on Home page.

it's your business.

promote and
protect it.

let us thrive together.

join asmp now!



